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Due to the evolving nature of Internet technology, there may be recent changes to the Westlaw interface and functionality that are not reflected
in this documentation.

The DWPL database contains over 10 million patent family documents covering more than 20 million patents issued
from 40 international authorities. Coverage of patents varies by country, and extends as far back as 1963.

Each document represents a patent family and describes where an invention is patented worldwide.  Each
document contains the basic patent number with a Kind Code (describing the status of the patent) and the date of
the patent.  The basic patent is typically the first patent issued on the invention and is the first patent listed on each
document, while later patents from other authorities for that same invention are added to the document as
equivalents.  Each document will contain a title, rewritten and translated to English by Derwent patent experts.

Documents may also contain a Derwent produced abstract of the invention, Title Terms, a Derwent Patent
Classification, and an image selected by Derwent experts as representative of the patent.

For information on any aspect of Westlaw including research assistance, contact us:

Phone: 1800 110 009
Email: askwestlaw@thomson.com.au

visit westlaw.com.au


